
Crop Profile for Blueberries in Georgia 

General Production Information

Blueberries are grown on about 4,400 bearing acres statewide, with average 
yields during the past 4 years varying between 1,570 lbs/acre in 1996 and 
3,250 lbs/acre in 1997 (2). Total utilized production during the same period 
ranged from a minimum of 5,500,000 lbs (value: $4,415,000) in 1996 to a 
maximum of 13,000,000 lbs (value: $9,330,000) in 1997. The substantial 
variability inherent in these figures is chiefly weather-related, with below-
average yields due to spring freezes (e.g., in 1996), early summer drought (e.
g., in 1998), or low chilling in combination with drought and arthropod 
infestation (e.g., in 1999). Depending on the year, Georgia ranks between 
third and sixth in production nationwide, supplying 4.4 - 7.8% of the total 
utilized production in the U.S. (3).

 

Most of the bearing blueberry acreage in Georgia (89.0% according to the aforementioned survey) is 
planted to rabbiteye blueberry (Vaccinium ashei), with the remainder planted to southern highbush 
cultivars (Vaccinium corymbosum hybrids). Fruit of the latter species fetch higher prices in the 
marketplace due to earlier harvest and better fruit quality for fresh utilization. However, low organic 
matter in most soils limits expansion of southern highbush blueberries in Georgia (see Cultural 
Practices). Rabbiteye cultivars are more vigorous, tolerant of low-organic matter soils, less management-
intensive than southern highbush cultivars, and their yields are higher (average of 4,632.1 lbs/acre vs. 
3,250 lbs/acre for southern highbush according to the survey). In addition, rabbiteye fruit are generally 
firmer which allows for part of the crop to be mechanically harvested for the fresh market; they are also 
suitable for the processed and dried markets (1). The producers surveyed marketed 45.5% of their 
blueberries for processing, with most of the remainder (53.4%) being utilized fresh and only a small 
fraction (<1%) marketed through pick-your-own channels.

The recent documentation of health benefits of blueberries, particularly their high levels of beneficial 
antioxidants (5, 6), has fueled consumers' interest in this economically important small fruit. Georgia 
producers are well positioned to meet increasing demands through increased acreage and more steady 
production per acre. Indeed, the growers who participated in the survey indicated that they expect to 
increase their total blueberry acreage by 35.0% in the future. More steady production may be achieved 
through new cultivars, better and more widespread use of irrigation, and the continued availability of 
agrichemicals to alleviate biotic and abiotic yield constraints.

 

The Crop Profile/PMSP database, including this document, is supported by USDA NIFA.



 
Production Regions

Most of the commercial blueberry acreage in Georgia is located in the southeastern and south-central 
part of the state, particularly in Appling, Bacon, Clinch, Pierce, and Ware counties (93.9% of the total 
bearing and nonbearing acreage according to the survey). Smaller producers (chiefly pick-your-own 
operations) are present throughout the state. Production of southern highbush cultivars is concentrated in 
Clinch and Appling counties where high-organic matter soils are more common.

 
 

Data Collection

Part of the production facts and most of the pest management and pesticide use data reported in this 
profile were obtained through a blueberry producer survey conducted during January though March of 
1999. An anonymous questionnaire was developed requesting information on farm characteristics, 
cultivars grown, marketing approach, production problems, pest management practices, information 
sources for pest management, adequacy of information about agrichemicals, agrichemical application 
timing, actual numbers of applications, and opinions on importance of various economic and 
environmental factors. The questionnaire was handed out to attendees at the Ninth Biennial Southeastern 
Blueberry Conference in Savannah (8 - 9 January 1999), and 18 questionnaires were returned by 
Georgia producers. These questionnaires accounted for >35% of the state's bearing blueberry acreage, 
with both large and small producers represented (range: 4 - 250 bearing acres). Questionnaires were also 
distributed during the Bacon County Blueberry Update in Alma (26 January 1999); eight questionnaires 
were returned by attendees at that meeting, most of whom operated mid-size blueberry farms (ranging 
from 6 - 50 bearing acres). Five additional responses were obtained after mailing the questionnaire to 
producers who did not attend either of the two meetings. Overall, the survey accounted for 2,017 bearing 
acres (>45% of the state's total).

 
 
 

Cultural Practices

Coarse, sandy soils with low pH and high organic matter content are generally most favorable for 
blueberry production. Moist, but well-drained soils are favored. This can be achieved by supplying 
irrigation and/or bedding areas with a high water table. According to the producer survey, 62.1% of the 
total bearing and nonbearing blueberry acreage is set up for irrigation. Still, water supply and drainage 
remain suboptimal in many Georgia plantings, and drought and waterlogging were considered "major" 
or "moderate" constraints by 79.3 and 60.7% of the growers surveyed, respectively (Table 1).

Southern highbush blueberries have more stringent soil requirements than rabbiteye blueberries; they 



grow best in soils with a spodic horizon, an organic matter content > 3%, a normal water table around 75 
cm prior to bedding and draining (aquatic water regime), and a pH below 5.3, all of which restrict their 
expansion beyond limited areas in the Lower Coastal Plain and Coastal Flatwoods in southeastern 
Georgia (5). Recently, several growers have successfully established plantings of southern highbush 
blueberries in pine bark beds on upland sites.

According to the survey, the most common rabbiteye cultivars in Georgia are Climax, Tifblue, and 
Brightwell, while O'Neil, Star, and Reveille are the most widely planted southern highbush cultivars. 
Rabbiteye blueberries are generally self-sterile, requiring at least two different cultivars (usually 
established in alternate rows in the same planting) for pollination.

Because of self-sterility, poor pollination and subsequent lack of fruit set are important production 
problems in rabbiteye cultivars. Indeed, two-thirds of the growers perceived poor fruit set as a "major" 
or "moderate" constraint (Table 1). To improve pollination, growers frequently place bee hives in their 
plantings during bloom; more than half of the growers surveyed mentioned using this practice "always" 
or "often" (Table 2). Another important horticultural tool for improving fruit set is the application of the 
growth regulator gibberellic acid (ProGibb) during bloom (9); more than half of the growers mentioned 
using this practice on 61.5% of the statewide bearing acreage, with an average of 2.6 sprays per treated 
acre (Table 3). Gibberellic acid sprays can also be used to rescue damaged flowers following light 
freezes (4). Freeze damage during bloom is perceived by Georgia producers as the single most important 
horticultural constraint, with 100% of the growers ranking it as a "major" or "moderate" problem (Table 
1).

Another factor contributing to reduced fruit set, particularly in southern highbush cultivars, is poor leaf 
development early in the growing season due to delayed leaf bud break following the low-chill winters 
in south Georgia. Hydrogen cyanamid (Dormex), a growth regulator that received a section 18 
registration in Georgia blueberries in early 1999, can accelerate leaf bud break by 1 to 2 weeks, thus 
better synchronizing leaf and flower development. No data are currently available on how widely this 
material was used during the 1999 season, but estimates suggest that most of the southern highbush 
acreage was treated.

Other cultural practices such as pruning, mowing, and mulching are discussed under cultural pest 
controls later in this profile.

 
 
 
 

Insect Pests

 
 
Arthropod overview



Insects and mites are generally of light to moderate importance in Georgia blueberry production, 
although in some years the losses they cause may be substantial. For example, in 1999 thrips, favored by 
warm spring weather and lack of rain, are believed to have caused or contributed to the loss of ca. 40% 
of the Georgia blueberry crop (see below).

Several arthropod species (cranberry fruitworm, flower thrips, gall midge, and scale) were ranked 
similarly in importance by the producers (Table 5). Fire ants, although being listed as a "major" or 
"moderate" problem by 75% of the survey respondents, are more a nuisance than a yield-reducing factor; 
controls are sometimes carried out in pick-your-own orchards.

 
 
Cranberry fruitworm (Acrobasis vaccinii) is among the most widespread and consistent fruit-attacking 
pest of blueberries in the state. Small, still very localized infestations of blueberry maggot (Rhagoletis 
mendax), exist in northern Georgia. Although locally damaging, infestations are so isolated as to render 
them relatively unimportant on a state-wide basis. However, fresh Georgia blueberries cannot currently 
be shipped to Canada without fumigation due to these isolated infestations hundreds of miles from the 
main production area in southern Georgia. Scale insects are typically of minor importance in blueberries. 
Scale infestations debilitate blueberries, resulting in unthrifty plants that are less productive. Stemborers 
(Oberea spp.) are sporadic pests that can destroy fruiting wood. They are easily controlled by pruning. A 
variety of caterpillars are sporadic, but sometimes important defoliators. Infestations are more common 
late-season. Monitoring and control of these pests are not difficult.

Flower thrips (primarily Frankliniellla occidentalis) and blueberry gall midge (Dasineura oxycoccana) 
are important pests in Georgia and Florida. Damaging infestations are sporadic but potentially very 
serious. Both insects are pests of flower buds; gall midges also commonly attack leaf buds, thereby 
reducing leaf-to-fruit ratios. Gall midge females lay eggs on warm days during mid to late winter. 
Ovipositon may occur when bud scales begin to open. Larval development destroys the flower bud. 
Injury from either of these insects occurs pre-bloom and/or during bloom. Without close monitoring, 
injury may go unnoticed, and resulting fruit set problems are easily attributed to poor pollination or cold 
injury. In 1999 serious thrips injury was reported by extension agents in southern Georgia. Control 
options are being explored for as-needed use in the Georgia IPM recommendations for 2000.

 
 
Arthropod control

Scales are typically most visible during dormant pruning. Application of superior oil is recommended as 
needed or for preventive control. Ca. 20% of the growers use superior oil on a similar percentage of the 
total acreage (Table 3).

For pests of flower buds, control options being considered include endosulfan (Phaser or Thiodan) 



against both flower midge and thrips and spinosad (SpinTor) for thrips control immediately pre- and 
post-bloom. Section 18 emergency exemptions would be necessary to allow growers these options. 
Pyrethroids are labeled, but their tendency to exacerbate secondary pests (scale, mites, aphids) and their 
residual impact on key pollinators makes them a poor choice.

Cranberry fruitworm may be treated preventatively or as needed. If left untreated, this pest can be quite 
damaging, but infestations are erratic. Infestations commonly develop from fruit set to 4 - 6 weeks after 
fruit set. Cranberry fruitworm is easily controlled with minimal crop injury if infestations are observed 
and insecticides applied early. Malathion is the most commonly used insecticide against cranberry 
fruitworm, being employed by more than 30% of the growers on more than 25% of the acreage (Table 
3). Azinphos-methyl (Guthion), phosmet (Imidan), and carbaryl (Sevin) also provide good control when 
timed properly.

Defoliating caterpillars are easily scouted for and their control occurs typically on an as-needed basis. 
Diazinon, malathion, carbaryl, or -- if applied during early stages of the infestation -- Bacilllus 
thurengiensis (Bt) products are acceptable control alternatives. Bt is not commonly used by blueberry 
producers in Georgia, however (Table 3).

Insecticides for key arthropod pests (cranberry fruitform) and potentially serious pests (blueberry 
maggot, gall midge, flower thrips) that are non-disruptive in terms of secondary or induced pest 
populations (scales, mites, aphids) are very important in a blueberry IPM context. Among the labeled 
insecticides, the organophosphates phosmet and malathion meet these needs. Carbaryl and the 
pyrethroids, while efficacious against many blueberry pests, cannot currently replace the 
organophosphates as both tend to induce secondary pests in orchard crops.

 
 
 
 

Diseases

Mummy berry: 
caused by the fungus Monilinia vaccinii-corymbosi, is the single most important disease in Georgia 
blueberries, being considered a "major" or "moderate" problem by 79.3% of the producers (Table 4). 
The pathogen infects and blights young, expanding, foliar and floral tissue. Spores produced on the 
blighted twigs subsequently infect open flowers, which leads to internal colonization of the developing 
fruit. During ripening, infected fruit harden due to the development of fungal survival structures 
(pseudosclerotia) within them. Because of their hard texture, mummy berries are unfit for processing; 
even low levels of infection can result in the rejection of entire fruit loads if mummy berry is detected in 
the packinghouse.

Chemical controls -- The widespread use of triforin (Funginex), benomyl (Benlate), and captan in 
Georgia blueberries, with the three materials each being applied between two and three times on >80% 



of the total acreage (Table 3), is chiefly for mummy berry control. Triforin is targeted against primary 
infection from leaf bud swell through early bloom, followed by tank mixes of benomyl + captan against 
secondary infection during bloom. The latter applications also have important side effects against 
Botrytis flower blight, twig blight, and fruit rots.

Alternatives -- Triforin production ceased in the fall of 1996, and supplies were exhausted during 1997 
and 1998. DMI fungicides such as propiconazole (Orbit) and fenbuconazole (Indar) could replace 
triforin if labeled. (A section 18 label for use of fenbuconazole against mummy berry in Georgia was 
obtained in early 1999.) These fungicides are also very effective against secondary infection, but they 
cannot completely replace benomyl + captan because they lack activity against flower blight, twig 
blight, and fruit rots.

Cultural control practices -- Burying mummies with >1 inch of soil has been reported to prevent their 
germination and reduce disease (7). Ca. one-third of the Georgia producers employ mechanical 
cultivation with a rotary hoe "always" or "often" (Table 2), but this method has not been very effective 
for mummy berry control. Indeed, severe disease was documented in several fields cultivated with a 
rotary hoe in 1997 and 1998. Spores of the pathogen may originate from the six native species of 
blueberry that grow throughout southeastern Georgia, thus providing a source of inoculum even if 
sources within the field are eliminated.

Biological controls -- None.

Postharvest control practices -- A large percentage of infected fruit is removed during standard 
postharvest sorting and separation procedures in the packinghouse. However, the level of separation 
achieved with current technology is not sufficient.

 
 
Botrytis flower blight and twig blight: 
were considered diseases of "major" or "moderate" importance by almost two-thirds of the producers 
(Table 4). Flower blight is most severe when cool, wet weather follows freeze damage during bloom. 
Twig blight, which may be caused by several fungal genera including Phomopsis and Botrytis, can 
develop to epidemic proportions in bushes subjected to abiotic stress or mechanical injury. The latter 
disease appears to develop into an emerging problem in some southern highbush cultivars in south 
Georgia.

Chemical controls -- Currently, both diseases are controlled partly with bloom applications of benomyl 
+ captan (see mummy berry). Iprodione (Rovral) is labeled for flower blight control but was not used 
during 1998 (Table 3) as growers tend to use this material only following widespread freeze injury 
during bloom. As twig blight infections by Phomopsis can occur throughout the growing season, bloom 
applications alone are not sufficient to provide satisfactory control.



Alternatives -- None labeled.

Cultural control practices -- There are no cultural controls for flower blight. Twig blight can be reduced 
by alleviating stresses (e.g., drought), reducing mechanical injury to bushes (e.g., during harvest), and by 
careful pruning.

Biological controls -- None.

 
 
Leaf Spots: 
With the expansion of intensive southern highbush production in south Georgia, leaf spots are 
developing into an emerging disease problem (Table 4); rabbiteye cultivars are generally less affected. 
Infection may result in premature defoliation and reduced flower bud set, thus reducing fruiting potential 
the following year. A four-way complex of fungi (Cercospora and Septoria species as well as rust and 
anthracnose fungi) may be involved (Michael Bruorton, personal communication), but detailed 
information about the relative importance of individual pathogens and their succession during the 
growing season is lacking.

Chemical controls -- Pre- and post-harvest applications of benomyl + captan are labeled against 
anthracnose leaf spot.

Alternatives -- Mancozeb (Dithane), which is not labeled on blueberry, has shown excellent control of 
leaf spots in field trials in south Georgia.

Cultural control practices -- Mechanical hedging (mowing) of bushes after harvest is being used in other 
states as a means of pruning. An important side effect is the removal of older leaves that serve as 
inoculum sources for leaf spot diseases. The level of control achieved with this practice alone is not 
sufficient, however.

Biological control -- None.

 
 
Botryosphaeria stem blight and Phytophthora root rot: 
are "moderate" to "major" problems for around 50% of the producers surveyed (Table 4). Both diseases 
are more severe in southern highbush cultivars than in rabbiteye cultivars.

Chemical controls -- None for stem blight. Phytophthora root rot can be controlled partially through 
foliar application of fosetyl-Al (Aliette) or drenches of metalaxyl (Ridomil), both of which are used 
infrequently in Georgia (Table 3).



Alternatives -- None.

Cultural control practices -- Selective pruning and avoidance of abiotic stress for stem blight control. 
Improved drainage for control of Phytophthora root rot by planting on raised beds and ditching around 
fields.

Biological controls -- None.

 
 
 
 

Nematodes

No nematode problems have been documented on blueberries in Georgia, hence no chemical, cultural, or 
biological control practices are currently being used.

 
 
 
 

Weeds

Vines (e.g., smilax), annual grasses, and woody plant species are considered the worst weeds by Georgia 
blueberry producers; more than 80% of the survey respondents ranked these species as "major" or 
"moderate" problems (Table 6). All other weed groups (perennial grasses, annual broadleaves, and 
perennial broadleaves) were also considered of at least "moderate" importance by more than half of the 
producers. Weeds severely compete with the shallow-rooted blueberries for water and nutrients. They 
also obstruct pruning, cultivation, and harvest operations.

Chemical controls -- A relatively wide variety of herbicides is available to Georgia producers, allowing 
them targeted weed control based on the weed species present in a given planting, the age of the planting 
(e.g., nonbearing vs. bearing bushes), and soil properties (e.g., organic matter content, soil texture, and 
height of water table). The availability of a range of materials with different modes of action is also 
important for resistance management.

Glyphosate (Roundup Ultra), simazine, diuron, and oryzalin (Surflan) are the most widely used 
herbicides in Georgia (Table 3). Glyphosate is a non-selective herbicide used primarily for spot-
treatment of problem weeds and woody species. Simazine, applied in spring and/or fall, controls annual 
broadleaf weeds and some annual grasses. Diuron has a similar spectrum of activity, but its residual 
activity is generally better than that of simazine. This material is often rotated or combined with 
simazine to avoid the selection of resistant weeds. Oryzalin shows better efficacy against annual grasses 
than simazine or diuron.



Other herbicides, although each used on less than 25% of the acreage (Table 3), are important to treat 
specific weed problems. Sethoxydim (Poast) is a post-emergence herbicide for the treatment of annual 
and perennial grasses in bearing blueberries. Fluzifop (Fusilade) shows a similar spectrum of activity but 
is labeled for use in non-bearing plantings only. Hexazinone (Velpar) is a broad-spectrum material that 
controls many herbaceous and woody species, including problem weeds such as brambles which are 
difficult to control with other herbicides. It is used on high-organic matter soils in Georgia.

Cultural control practices -- Approximately one-third of the Georgia producers employ mechanical 
cultivation (usually with a rotary hoe during the dormant season) "always" or "often" (Table 2), but this 
practice alone is not sufficient for weed control. Indeed, only 13.7% of the producers mentioned 
managing their plantings without any herbicides. Mulching, which can also contribute to weed 
suppression, is used "always" or "often" by a similar percentage of respondents. Most growers use an 
integrated approach combining in-row banded application of herbicides with mowing or tillage between 
the rows; 76.0% of the producers use this practice "always" or "often."

Biological controls -- None.

 
 
 
 

Contacts

 
 
Gerard Krewer, Extension Horticulturist, Department of Horticulture, University of Georgia, Tifton 
Campus, Tifton, GA 31793; Phone: 912/386-3410, E-mail: gkrewer@uga.edu

Harald Scherm, Research Plant Pathologist, Department of Plant Pathology, University of Georgia, 
Athens, GA 30602; Phone: 706/542-1258, E-mail: scherm@uga.edu

D. Scott NeSmith, Research Horticulturist, Department of Horticulture, University of Georgia, Griffin 
Campus, Griffin, GA 30223; Phone: 770/228-7358, E-mail: snesmit@gaes.griffin.peachnet.edu

Dan L. Horton, Extension Entomologist, Department of Entomology, University of Georgia, Athens, 
GA 30602; Phone: 706/542-1765, E-mail: dlhorton@uga.edu

H. C. Ellis, Extension Entomologist, Department of Entomology, University of Georgia, Tifton Campus, 
Tifton, GA 31793; Phone: 912/386-3424, E-mail: hcellis@uga.edu
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Table 1. Relative importance of various horticultural problems in Georgia blueberry production, based 
on a producer survey conducted in 1999.

Horticultural problem Percent of producers considering problem Number of responses
major moderate none



Drought 44.8 34.5 20.7 29
Freeze injury 69.0 31.0 0.0 29
Lack of vigor 3.6 46.4 50.0 28
Poor fruit set 28.6 39.3 32.1 28
Poor soil fertility 7.4 33.3 59.3 27
Waterlogging 25.0 35.7 39.3 28
 
 
Table 2. Relative level of adoption of various horticultural practices in Georgia blueberry production, 
based on a producer survey conducted in 1999.

Horticultural practice Percent of producers using practice Number of responses
always often sometimes never

Mechanical cultivation 6.9 27.6 51.7 13.8 29
Mulching 10.3 3.4 34.5 51.7 29
Nutrient analysis (soil test and/or foliar 
analysis)

26.7 43.3 26.7 3.3 30

Supplemental bees 44.8 10.3 24.1 20.7 29
 
 
Table 3. Usage patterns of various agrichemicals in Georgia blueberry production, based on a producer 
survey conducted in 1999.

 
 

Product name(s) Active ingredient Labeled rate 
per acre

Percent of 
growers

Percent of 
total acreage

No. of 
sprays per 
treated acre

Growth regulatorsa

ProGibb, GibGro Gibberellic acid 24-32 oz 57.1 53.5 2.6

Fungicidesb

Benlate Benomyl 1.0 lb 82.1 82.2 2.7
Captan Captan 5.0 lb 78.6 84.6 2.7
Funginex Triforin 24 oz 85.7 84.8 2.5
Indar Fenbuconazole 2 oz 3.6 3.3 1.0
Ridomil Metalaxyl 0.25 pt per 

1,000 lin. ft
3.6 0.3 1.0



Herbicidesc

Fusilade Fluzifop 1.0 pt 17.9 12.5 1.3
Gramoxone Extra Paraquat 1.5-3.0 pt 21.4 6.8 1.8
Diuron, Direx, 
Karmex

Diuron 1.5-2.0 lb 35.7 31.0 1.4

Poast Sethoxydim 1.5-2.5 pt 39.3 21.2 1.1
Roundup Ultra Glyphosate 1.0-5.0 qt 60.7 49.7 1.8
Simazine, Princep Simazine 2.0 qt 60.7 44.0 1.5
Sinbar Terbacil 0.6-1.2 lb 14.3 3.6 1.0
Solicam Norflurazon 2.5-5.0 lb 3.6 0.1 1.0
Surflan Oryzalin 2.0-4.0 qt 35.7 30.6 1.6
Velpar Hexazinone 2.0-4.0 qt 21.4 20.5 1.2

Insecticidesd

Diazinon Diazinon 1.5 lb 7.1 1.7 1.0
Imidan Phosmet 1.3 lb 17.9 18.0 1.3
Malathion Malathion 1.5 pt 32.1 26.2 1.9
Phaser Endosulfan - 3.6 6.0 -e

Sevin Carbaryl 1.8 lb 10.7 3.0 1.5
Superior Oil Superior Oil 2 gal/100 gal 

water
21.4 21.8 2.0

a Dormex (hydrogen cyanamid) received a section 18 registration in Georgia blueberries for the first 
time in 1999.

b Aliette (fosetyl-Al), Orbit (propiconazole), and Rovral (iprodione) were labeled but not used by the 
survey participants during 1998.

c Devrinol (napropamide) and Prism (clethodim) were labeled but not used by the survey participants 
during 1998.

d Asana (esfenvalerate), Bacillus thurengiensis (DiPel, Javelin), and Guthion (azinphos-methyl) were 
labeled but not used by the survey participants during 1998.

e No data available.



 
 
Table 4. Relative importance of various disease problems in Georgia blueberry production, based on a 
producer survey conducted in 1999.

Disease problem Percent of producers considering problem Number of responses
major moderate none

Blueberry stunt 0 10.3a 89.7 29
Botrytis flower blight 7.1 57.1 35.7 28
Mummy berry 41.4 37.9 20.7 29
Phytophthora root rot 6.9 37.9 55.2 29
Pre-harvest fruit rots 3.4 10.3 86.2 29
Post-harvest fruit rots 3.4 20.7 75.9 28
Stem blight 10.7 42.9 46.4 28
Stem canker 3.7 25.9 70.4 27
Twig blight 14.3 50.0 35.7 28

a Probably misidentified by grower; blueberry stunt virus has never been positively identified in Georgia.

 
 
Table 5. Relative importance of various arthropod problems in Georgia blueberry production, based on 
a producer survey conducted in 1999.

Arthropod problem Percent of producers considering problem Number of responses
major moderate none

Azalea caterpillar 0 31.6 68.4 19
Blueberry maggot 3.6 21.4 75.0 28
Cherry fruitworm 0 7.1 92.9 28
Cranberry fruitworm 3.6 35.7 60.7 28
Fire ants 21.4 53.6 25.0 28
Gall midge 10.7 32.1 57.1 28
Plum curculio 0 17.9 82.1 28
Scale 7.1 35.7 57.1 28
Sharpnosed leafhopper 3.6 21.4 75.0 28
Spanworm 0 26.3 73.7 19
Stemborer 0 36.8 63.2 19



Thripsa 7.1 32.1 60.7 28

a Survey was conducted in the winter of 1999. The following spring, thrips are believed to have caused 
or contributed to the loss of ca. 40% of the Georgia blueberry crop.

 
 
Table 6. Relative importance of various weed problems in Georgia blueberry production, based on a 
producer survey conducted in 1999.

Weed problem Percent of producers considering problem Number of responses
major moderate none

Annual broadleaves 7.1 50.0 42.9 28
Annual grasses 21.4 71.4 7.1 28
Perennial broadleaves 10.7 42.9 46.4 28
Perennial grasses 25.0 35.7 39.3 28
Vines 35.3 64.7 0 17
Woody species 38.5 42.3 19.2 26
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