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General Production Information

●     Oregon was listed as one of the top four cauliflower producing states in 1992, according to the 
Michigan Crop Profile for Cauliflower. Other leading producers were California, Arizona, and 
New York.

●     Oregon contains less than 1% of the nation’s cauliflower acreage.
●     The 1997 agricultural census indicates that workers harvested over 2,052 acres of cauliflower in 

Oregon.
●     Per-acre production costs for cauliflower production in Oregon’s Willamette Valley are $1107.74.
●     Cauliflower is sold either processed or as a fresh vegetable. Oregon farmers grew an estimated 

305 acres of cauliflower for processing in 1999.

Production Regions

Marion County growers produce the most cauliflower, followed by Clackamas and Linn County 
farmers. Multnomah County also has a number of cauliflower farms (3).

 

 

Cultural Practices

Oregon-grown cauliflower is categorized into early or summer types, late or winter types, and 
overwinter types. Plants go through several stages of growth before reaching maturity when the head 
develops. Harvest schedules are subject to temperature changes, which can trigger all vegetatively-
mature plants into heading (6).

 

 

The Crop Profile/PMSP database, including this document, is supported by USDA NIFA.



Insect Pests

Suggested insect-control measures for cauliflower are similar to those for broccoli, Brussels sprouts, and 
cabbage (7).

Chemical controls

Oregon farmers used the following insecticides on 2,980 acres of cauliflower in 1993(8):

Insecticide Brand name Area 
treated 

(%)

Number of 
applications

Pounds per 
acre per 

application

Pounds 
per acre 

per 

crop 
year

Total 
application

(by 1,000 lb)

B.t. Javelin 35    1.53
carbaryl Sevin 10    0.45
chlorpyrifos Lorsban 75    4.85
diazinon AG500 5    0.38
dimethoate Cygon 5    0.06
disulfoton Di-Syston 15    0.45
endosulfan Thiodan 20    0.51
esfenvalerate Asana 40    0.07
fonofos Dyfonate 50    3.00
meth-

amidophos

Monitor 10    023

mevinphos Phosdrin 75    1.70
oxydemeton-
methyl

Metasystox-R 50    0.84

permethrin Ambush 100    0.06

For more information about insect control in cauliflower, see http://www.orst.edu/Dept/NWREC/
colepest.html (7).

 



 

Weeds

Weed control in cauliflower fields is similar to measures used for broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, 
kale, collards, turnip greens, mustard greens, turnip, rutabaga, and radish (9).

Chemical controls

Oregon farmers used the following herbicides on 2,980 acres of cauliflower in 1993 (8):

Herbicide Brand name Area 
treated 

(%)

Number of 
applications

Pounds per 
acre per 

application

Pounds 
per acre 

per 

crop year

Total 
application

(by 1,000 lb)

glyphosate Roundup 40    1.20
napropamide Devrinol 5    0.15
oxyfluorfen Goal 5    0.06

paraquat Gramoxone 10    0.30
trifluralin Treflan 99    2.00

For more information about weed control in cauliflower, see http://osu.orst.edu.dept/hort/weeds/crucifer.
htm (9).

 

 

Diseases

Disease control in cauliflower is similar to that for cabbage (10).

Chemical controls

Oregon farmers used the following fungicides on 2980 acres of cauliflower in 1993 (8):



Fungicide Brand 
name

Area 
treated 

(%)

Number of 
applications

Pounds per 
acre per 

application

Pounds 
per acre 

per 

crop year

Total 
application

(by 1,000 lb)

chlorothalonil Bravo 5    0.23
metalaxyl Ridomil 5    0.15

PCNB Terraclor 5    1.500

For more information about disease control in cauliflower, see http://plant-disease.orst.edu/pindex.cfm 
(10).

Alternatives

Experiments with broccoli residue have demonstrated its effectiveness in significantly reducing wilt in 
cauliflower. If sufficient volumes of broccoli residue are used as a regular component of crop rotation 
cycles, this suppressive activity may be heightened even further (11). 

Cultural controls

Specialists suggest the following controls (12):

1.  Eradicate cruciferous weeds (wild mustards, etc.) that may harbor the fungus.
2.  Practice a 3-year rotation with nonsusceptible crops. 
3.  Spring-planted, summer-harvested crops have fewer problems than fall-harvested.
4.  Plant only stock seed that is free of pathogens. Use only uninfected seedbeds and clean transplant 

media, trays, and equipment.
5.  Set out plants in rows to allow good air drainage circulation?.
6.  Cultivate carefully to minimize plant injury.
7.  Control frequency and source of irrigation water.

a. Avoid frequent irrigation during head development.

b. Time irrigation to allow the head to dry rapidly.

c. Use well water, which generally is free of bacteria.

d. Avoid stagnant water sources.

 



 

Nematodes

Controlling host vegetation plays a key role in nematode management (12).

Cultural controls

To control nematodes, specialists suggest these control methods (12):

1. Crop rotation is an effective way to reduce nematode populations because the sugar beet cyst 
nematode pest has a narrow host range. In addition to sugar beets, other hosts are mangel-wurzel, 
table beet, cabbage, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, broccoli, rape, turnip, rutabaga, and radish. 
Weed hosts are dock, knotweed, lambsquarters, mustard, nightshade, purslane, saltbush, and red 
root. Any of these that survive from year to year may act as reservoirs for the pests, counteracting 
much of the value of crop rotation. Crops that may be used in a short-term rotation include beans, 
sweet clover, corn, grains, peas, potatoes, and tomatoes. Alfalfa is suitable for a long rotation 
period. Length of rotation period should vary with severity of nematode infection. Slight 
infestations may require only a 2-year program; severe infestations require a 5- to 6-year interval 
between host crops.

2. Do not return crop refuse to fields that may be used for host crops in the future.

Other

A crop profile for cauliflower grown in Michigan is found at http://pestdata.ncsu.edu/cropprofiles/start.
html (accessed June 2000) (13).
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